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Overview

Zoo School is a part of the Campus Calgary/Open Minds learning network, a curriculum-based program
comprised of eleven learning sites throughout the city of Calgary. This program, funded by the Chevron
Corporation, immerses students from grades 1-12 in a week-long field study experience at the Wilder
Institute/Calgary Zoo. Through hands-on activities, animal encounters, careful observation, and interactions
with zoo experts, students are able to experience learning beyond the walls of their classroom. Each week is
tailored to meet curriculum objectives, teacher needs, as well as a 'big picture' idea for the class. This
experience is meant to encompass a year of learning, which helps to generate a lasting impact on students.

This program has never been more important
and relevant than it is today. This is an
opportunity for students to slow down, look
closer, notice the details, ask questions, and take
the time to make connections.

This year Chevron Open Minds Zoo School
welcomed 618 students, 36 teachers, and 169
volunteers, for a total of 823 participants forming
a lasting bond with nature which will hopefully
result in the conservation stewards of our future.
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This Year’s Participating Schools
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Teacher Survey Results

Because of my participation in Open Minds, | have a better understanding
® of my role in the inquiry process.

Strongly Agree
30.8%
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Teacher Survey Results

My ability to identify and create relevant and authentic connections
Q_ among disciplines has increased and deepened after my participation
in the Open Minds program.

Strongly Agree
41.7%

Agree
58.3%
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Teacher Survey Results

Personalizing learning comes from an awareness of students'
Q. strengths and needs. My ability to personalize learning has grown
after my participation in the Open Minds program. -

Strongly Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree 15.4%
7.7%
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Teacher Survey Results

My practice of listening to student voice through journals, conversation
Q. and experiences and responding with flexibility as we co-design learning
tasks, has grown since my participation in the Open Minds program.

Neither agree nor disagree
7.7%

Strongly Agree
38.5%

Agree
53.8%
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Teacher Survey Results

The orientation, summer in-service, planning meeting and CC/OM
® workshops throughout the year have met my needs.
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Teacher Survey Results

My participation in Open Minds has renewed my passion for
® feaching and learning.

Neither agree nor disagree
7.7%

Strongly Agree
38.5%
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Teacher Survey Results

My students are likely to apply the knowledge and skills acquired
Q_ across all academic disciplines since their participation in the Open
Minds program.
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Teacher Survey Results

My students have gained confidence as learners since participation
" in the Open Minds program. ne. -y

Neither agree nor disagree
8.3%
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Strongly Agree
41.7%
Agree
50% 12
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Teacher Survey Results

My students are more engaged as demonstrated by taking
Q_ responsibility for their own learning since their participation in
the Open Minds program.

Neither agree nor disagree strongly Agree
16.7% 16.7%

n=12
w
_e Agree
P N 66.7%
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Teacher Survey Results

My students have gained a greater sense of environmental
Q_ awareness and concern for the environment since their participation
in the Open Minds Zoo School program.

Neither agree nor disagree
7.7%

Agree Strongly Agree
38.5% 53.8%
E
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Teacher Survey Results

By participating in this program did you learn that you can take
Q_ action for wildlife conservation (cell phone recycling, FSC,
Oceanwise, RF alliance, protecting or providing wildlife habitat etc.)

| don't know
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Teacher Survey Results

Q Is supporting the Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo a good way to support

m Wwildlife conservation?
n=13

Yes
100%
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Teacher Survey Results

How would you rate your overall satisfaction with this school
g Program? (10 = Excellent / 1 = Poor)

8
7.7%

30.8%
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Spotlight: Clarence Samson ALP Class

This year, we had two classes from Clarence Samson School attend Zoo School.
The Grade 7-9 students with complex needs came in late April and early May.
Leanne Penny is the teacher of the ALP (Adapted Learning Program) class.
Here is some of what she shared about her experience with Chevron Open Minds
Zoo School this year.

“My students have very special
needs. They all have moderate
learning disabilities. Some are
nonverbal, autistic, Down
syndrome, etc. Although they are
12-16 years old, developmentally,
they have the typical understanding
of a 3-5 year old child. Many had
never had the opportunity to visit a
zoo. They delighted in seeing the
animals and being around people.
This program was an amazing
experience for all of us.”
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‘k Clarence Samson ALP Class

“Prior to our involvement with Open Minds,
journaling or writing was not a very fun or
rewarding experience for any of us. Most of my
students now ask me daily if they can journal and
like to carry them around with them. Some only
use pictures or crayons to express themselves, but
others are trying to write words and sentences.”
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“After our zoo trip, it was easier to guide students to
making text to world connections. For example, while
reading The Wizard of Oz, our current class novel study, |
asked, "Who did the Wicked Witch call with her Golden
Cap? Does that remind you of anything?" One student
raised his hand and told me all about the Colobus monkeys
and how they seemed to fly around their enclosure just like
the flying monkeys. That connection would never have
happened without this experience and may be one of the
first times my students have ever made a text to world
connection without guidance.”
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Spotlight: Clarence Samson ALP Class

“My students remind me everyday to slow
down and enjoy life. The zoo trip was a good
reset for what is important in learning and
that learning can't happen until their heart,
body and spirit are taken care of.

We are often in such arace to educate the
mind that we don't take care of the whole
person.”

“They were so excited to share their learning with
their other teachers and the students in the general
population. They were so proud of the opportunity
they had and were so excited to talk about all of the
animals.”

“On a walk yesterday, we had to stop every few
minutes to grab garbage/litter so that ‘the animals
won't get sick.”
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Spotlight: Clarence Samson ALP Class

“My participation in Open
Minds has made me remember
what makes me happy, to
appreciate my students for all
the joy and wonder they have,
to try new things, to never
stop asking questions and
being a student myself, and to
see wonder in things.”

“The zoo experience was a great
reminder that [ need to meet my
students where they are and help
them on their own path of learning.”

“l can't express how much gratitude | have for the zoo and everyone at Open Minds/Chevron who
made this experience possible. This is something these kids will remember for the rest of their lives.
Thank you so much.”
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q | have an increased understanding of zoos and the role they play in
m Wwildlife conservation.

Neither agree nor disagree
9.1%

Strongly Agree

45.5%
Agree
gy Comments
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q Is supporting the Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo a good way to support

m Wildlife conservation?
Disagree

9.1%
Comments /?

Agree Strongly Agree
36.4% 54.5%
n=11
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q | have an increased knowledge of teaching and learning in the 21st century.
|

m“\
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Neither agree nor disagree
9.1%

Comments
Agree
45.5%
Strongly Agree
n=11 45.5%
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q | see my child exploring learning in new ways.
|

Neither Agree nor Disagree
9.1%

Strongly Agree
63.6%
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q | have new strategies fo support my child's learning.
[ |

Neither agree nor disagree
9.1%

Strongly Agree co mme n'l'S

27.3%

Agree
63.6%
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q This experience positively impacted my relationship with my child.
|

Neither Agree nor Disagree
9.1%

Comments

Strongly Agree
63.6%
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

Q Is supporting the Wilder Institute/Calgary Zoo a good way to
m support wildlife conservation?

| don't know
18.2%
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback

. By attending this program, did your child learn that they can take
action for wildlife conservation? (For example, cell phone recycling,
sustainable shopping choices - FSC, Rainforest alliance, habitat
protection and creation etc.)

| don't know
20%

80%
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback
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Parent/Adult Volunteer Feedback
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Student Feedback

Before and after their visit to the zoo, students are given a short survey to gauge
how much they know about and care about wildlife and wild places. One
question asks them “Something | can do to help wildlife and/or wild places is...”
Here are some of their responses (with a few translations where necessary).

2 N [ ™ pervi e ZJJJ 7 Save the burrowing owl by
\ T AN ot V‘ < bt donating to the zoo

et bwrhy mgre  Phol?€ §
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e ] e Rethink, refuse, reduce,
' ' recycle, repurpose
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Student Feedback
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Studeni Feedback
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Student Feedback
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Highlights of 2023-2024

Piloting the Indigenous Education Program based on
Blackfoot Phenology

With the help of Clarence Wolfleg, six classes took part in lessons
that blend together Indigenous teachings and artifacts, the zoo’s
animal biofacts, and the natural flora on St. Patrick’s Island. The
teachers who took part were extremely grateful to have this
opportunity, and we hope to expand our offering in 2024-2025.
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Highlights of 2023-2024

Showcasing our accessibility and flexibility with the
ACCESS and ALP classes from Clarence Samson

From working with giraffes nervous of electric wheelchairs to finding
unique ways to “journal,” we made the weeks that Clarence Samson
visited the zoo two of the most memorable weeks of the year.
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Highlights of 2023-2024

The incredible support of the various zoo departments, in
particular the experts who took the fime to speak with
the students.

Students heard from experts in horticulture, exhibit design,
veterinary care, conservation research, and animal care. We had the
Associate Director of Conservation Science and Research for a
group of grade 4s wanting to know more about burrowing owls. We
had the Manager of Zoological Records and Animal Relocation for
grade 9s learning about the SSP and animal genetics. The experts
took the time to answer lots of great student questions.
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Highlights of 2023-2024

Zoo School classes at Conservation Champions Festival

12 of our Zoo School classes took part in Conservation Champions
Festival this year. Teachers put in a ton of extra time to work with their
students in support of wildlife conservation. Campaigns included
collecting cell phones to help gorilla habitat, learning about and raising
funds for the Wilder Institute’s Burrowing Owl program, planting a
school pollinator garden for native bees, hosting a Conservation
through Art fundraiser, and more.

Wilder

INSTITU'TE%"

CalearvZono




e B
Looking Ahead to 2024-2025

In the coming year, we are welcoming 25 classes to Zoo School. The majority of the teachers
involved are first time CC/OM participants. Some classes of note:
« multiple junior and senior high classes (two grade 8, two grade 9, and two grade 10 classes)
« agradel0-12 LEAD (literacy, English, and academic development) class composed of newcomer
students from all over the world
« aPLP (paced learning program) class that will get to conclude a three-year zoo-focused
program with a week at Zoo School!

With Calgary hosting this year’s AZA conference, we have an opportunity share some Zoo School
experiences with attendees from accredited zoos across the world. Through some animal
observation journalling stations, participants will see one aspect of our program. With the help of
zoo volunteers who assist with Zoo School, we will also be able to share more about what the
program offers.
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Looking Ahead to 2024-2025

We hope to continue building and expanding our Blackfoot Phenology Indigenous Educational Program.
Here are just some of the initiatives we are hoping to implement:

qualitative evaluations with teachers (done in person or virtually after the completion of their weeks to
ensure all teachers share their feedback, and so the feedback can be more meaningful)

an increased role in the training and mentoring of practicum students becoming teachers

more opportunities for professional learning, with focuses on empathy, climate science, and other
topics that teachers are looking for assistance in

more in-school work with classes and teachers (e.g., Read-In Week, help with Conservation Projects,
attend events like Riverside School’s Art Night)

more time to help plan and host CC/OM meetings, and potentially offer some professional
development opportunities for other CC/OM site coordinators

more time for program development and customization (e.g. incorporating more math and arts, more
connections to the new curricula, developing more activities for junior and senior high classes, more
planning time for special needs groups)

opportunity for community outreach, such as working with classes in their neighbourhoods
help/coach teachers who are applying for CC/OM, especially first-time teachers

an increased role at teachers’ conventions (helping both CC/OM and the zoo)

more time to take photos and document each week, for teachers and for our own uses
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Social Media Presence

Calary low

o 50 ey - 4 e et o o h v O e T e Stories from Chevron Open Minds Zoo School were
s et b s oot et st e shared on multiple platforms from a number of
v i ko o sources. Our own X (formerly Twitter) account, the
i Calgary Zoo’s official account, and the Campus Calgary

Open Minds account.

Facebook:
Impressions: 9,776
Engagement: 220

_ Instagram

Pe Impressions: 9,258
m in s Engagement: 280
schoolProgram ® Linked In

Impressions: 1204




Social Media Presence

Al [ZE-International Zoo Educators Association
L iy 27 ab 10000 AM - i
Let us introduce you to a great story from @ihecalgaryzon

At Chevron Open Minds Zoo School. students use the Wilder
Institute/Calgary Foo as a dassroom for a week to observe, journal
and make donnachons

Plzase enjoy the photos!

s Cireren Dpen Minds Zoe Schanl
e}

Fiu sl m i

O reiexct cass of Grade 4% from Somentet Schoal
are b Tor Chesvnan Open Minds: Zoo School.
O Broug has decided 1o chserve the Komodo
Dragons 1or the week Looking for leedback, they
decided 1o share thew skedches with the dragons.
Ehruikan' seems... imgressed?

. Chﬂmnﬂpm Minds 2o School
B G ea e kool Lyrps

Copgerfield gr 33 are diving into the guestion
What is our roda and responsibility towards the
evdranment? S92po5ehoalyye Let's begin by
gatting to lknow bacal plants and learming through
an Indigenous lens. Thank you for sharing -
Clarance (Skip) Wolflag Ir. #yourzooyye

In July, we were also featured on the social media
platforms of the IZE - International Zoo Educators
Association.
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Thank you, Chevron!

Your continued commitment and contributions to this unique
and influential program has literally changed the lives of
hundreds of teachers and thousands of students.

As the program continues to grow and evolve, we are excited for
the future and are grateful for this enriching partnership.
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