What the Big Idea? Exploring Big Ideas.

Big Ideas from 2025-26
How can | use my unique abilities and sense of self to explore and discover the world around

me?

How do we come together to form meaningful connections and build community? (From Me to
We)

How can we use creativity and curiosity to understand Calgary’s diverse community and inspire
positive change through our voices, ideas and actions?

How do our choices impact our development and how do they promote a better world around
us?
The best learning happens when we slow down, observe, reflect, and take our time

How do energy, forces, and human choices shape our environment and future?

How can we make inclusive spaces more accessible?

How are our stories connected?

How can listening to the stories of people and places help us build a more connected and caring

community?

What secrets do Earth’s life-support systems hold - and how can we protect them?

How does curiosity impact our mind and our world?
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Big Ideas from 2024-2025

How does science and innovation meet the needs of the community?
How do we become informed citizens?

What is creativity?

How does challenge/struggle lead to change?

How do you see yourself as a changemaker?

How do you see yourself as a changemaker?

How does human ingenuity affect our shared spaces to build strong communities?

How might we use design thinking in our lives?
How am | an explorer?

What is community and how do | fit into it?
How do we nurture community?

“How do stories shape our understanding of ourselves, others, space and place?”
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How do we get a big idea?

What's the big idea?
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What stirs me?
What bugs me?
What's missing?
What do | keep coming back to?
What is ripe for reinvention?

Can you get inspiration from quotes, song lyrics, books? Yes!
Podcasts and youtube or other social media videos are also great!

Brainstorm with Al
Use an Al chatbot to brainstorm potential issues or themes related to your PBL topic.
Ask:

e What are five real-world problems connected to [topic]?
e What questions do experts or communities ask about [topic|?

#. To-Do:

List 3-5 interesting questions or problems suggested by the chatbot. Highlight the one that excites
you most.
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Ask the Chatbot to Help Refine Your Question
Prompt for the Chatbot:

I'm working on a PBL project. This is my draft question: [Insert your question here]. Can you help
me make it more open-ended, critical, or real-world connected?”

#. To-Do: Copy/paste your question into the chatbot and refine it based on feedback.

Tips for developing Big Ideas/Essential Questions: (involve students in the process)

* Brainstorm Key Concepts/Ideas to generate a list of meaningful words

* Define/explain any words as needed

* Play around with forming questions from the words (example below) and/or play around with the
words/questions in a hexagonal thinking web.

What's the big idea?

Who
Decides....7

-Who decides innovation?

-When should we innavate? should . ? T What is..?
-We are innovators! \ /'

-Why should we innovate?

-Who are innovators?

-Where does innovation happen?
-How do we understand

innovation? / \

-What is innovation? Why should l

we..?

Big

Concept/Idea

We are..? e —_— How do we

understand
e.g. Innavation e

Where is..7

Who are...?
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Once you have a question — brainstorm ways that this essential question could be

“lived” in the classroom? School? Community? Telus Spark? (Do this with students to get
their voice) (a giant mind map on the board/wall or hexagon web may be a great visual way to
brainstorm)
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Hexagonal Thinking Additional Resources:

Online hexagon generator

Hexagon template (printable blank hexagons) — free on Teachers Pay Teachers



https://pamhook.com/solo-apps/hexagon-generator/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/FREE-Hexagonal-Thinking-Activity-Templates-for-Novel-Study-5121916
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Keeping the big idea going before/during and after Science School”
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